
MINUTES 

ASC Meeting ECM-121 

Morgan Hill, CA, USA, October 24, 2015 

 
  
Attendance  
Martin Wüest, Vice Chair of the Award and Scholarship Committee, opened the meeting at 09:00. 
The attendance sheet was circulated.  
12 out of the 22 ASC members were attending, together with 12 observers (see Appendix A). 
 
Agenda and Minutes 
The agenda as sent out by email was approved. 
The minutes of the ASC meeting at ECM-120 in Graz were approved. 
 
Welch Scholarship  
The Welch/Bro estate is divided and is still debating if they would donate money (300 kUSD 
endowment) to IUVSTA to continue the Welch Scholarship.  The estate is now out of probate court.  
IUVSTA will continue waiting for the decision of the heirs. The Welch Scholarship remains 
suspended in the meantime. David Ruzic to send another letter to the Bro heirs highlighting the good 
works of the Welch Scholarship and appeal to them to continue the legacy. 

 
There is still USD3800.- Welch Scholarship money in the AVS account. We should transfer this to 
IUVSTA.  
Info not discussed at the meeting: Websites need to be updated (new status, new contact persons). 
Ask Yvonne Towse/Peter Burke how the AVS Welch Award is financed. 
 
World Transfer Programme (WTP) 
Due to extended discussion on other topics, the World Transfer Programm was not further discussed. 

For information purposes: 

At ECM-118 (Trento) ASC was assigned responsibility for the WTP. 

At ECM-119 (Dubrovnik) it was decided that WTP in its current form shall not be continued. 

Funds could be used in connection with theWelch Award. Presently EUR10000 are in the IUVSTA 
budget for this award. 

 

 

 



IUVSTA-Elsevier Award 

Elsevier made changes in their publishing team. Jan Willen Wijnen will now lead the biochemistry 
journals. Carina Arasa Cid will take over the surface science/vacuum journals as publisher. The IUVSTA 
Elsevier Student Award will be handled now by Carina. She plans to attend the next ECM in Braga (15.-
17.4.2014). 

The original purpose of the award was to allow students from developing countries to travel to 
international conferences. But this has not worked very well (see e.g. example ECOSS-31 Barcelona). We 
should discuss a different set-up of the award or a different purpose of the award. 

We need to negotiate a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the awards in the next triennium 
and hopefully can sign that at Braga or in Busan the latest. 

 

The 2015 award to attend ECOSS-31 was EUR 2000.-. The award application was announced at the 
ECOSS website.  There were 18 applications. Two were from developing countries (Moldova, Brazil), but 
the presentation topics were not suitable for ECOSS. It was then decided, on the suggestion of Jan Willem 
from Elsevier and supported by the Chair of ASC, to give the award to the 8 oral presenters in equal 
amounts of EUR 250.  

According to the MoU we should: 

The IUVSTA-Elsevier Student Awards will be announced on the conference website. 
Details of the selected students will also be announced on the website. 
The IUVSTA-Elsevier Student Awards will be acknowledged during the opening ceremony of the selected conference 
and in the program book. 
 
But the winners are not published on the ECOSS-31 website and in the ECOSS-31 program book as we 
should have according to the MoU rules.  

Action Item: ASC Chair/Chair-Elect to contact Jordi Fraxedas, Chairman ECOSS-31 Barcelona. 

For 2016 IVC-20/VAASCAA an amount of EUR 4500.- is set aside. 

 

IUVSTA Prizes 

Call for Nominations was sent out by the IUVSTA Secretary by email on 15 Oct 2015 to the presidents of 
the national vacuum societies, councilors and alternate councilors  and is available on the IUVSTA web 
site. Deadline for applications is 26 January 2016. Decision will be done at ECM in Braga. All attendees 
are encouraged to spread the word. 

The IUVSTA prizes should be announce more prominently on the IUVSTA web page (e.g. in the right 
hand column of the main page). 

Due to the low interest rates, the monies originally given by the sponsors a long time ago now longer earn 
enough interest to cover the IUVSTA prices. We should find new sponsors and update the donors list. 
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